[Residual ovarian function after minidoses of estroprogestative agents].
Levels of plasma 17 beta oestradiol, FSH and LH, were carried out on the 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th day of the cycle in three studies in order to evaluate the residual ovarian secretions under the influence of low-dose pills (30 micrograms of ethinyl-oestradiol and 150 micrograms of levonorgestrel). The studies consisted of: a preliminary study involving 5 women under the oestrogen/progestogen pills over more than 1 year; a comparative study of the three first cycles on the same preparation against a control cycle (5 women); a comparative crossover study of one cycle of the minidose oestrogen/progestogen preparation and one cycle of oestrogen/progestogen preparation with 50 micrograms of ethinyl-oestradiol (10 women). The results of these trials show that minidose oestrogen/progestogen preparations have a braking effect on the hypophysio-ovarian axis similar to that exerted by the higher dose pills.